Oral acyclovir in acute herpes zoster SIR,-Dr M W McKendrick and colleagues make an astonishing statement in their letter (14 March, p 704) when they say "topical idoxuridine is thought to be effective, but we would dispute that this has ever been confirmed adequately." Years ago, my colleagues and I carried out a very elaborate double blind controlled trial.' We showed conclusively that 400% idoxuridine in dimethyl sulphoxide applied continuously to the affected segment in zoster was highly effective (p<0(0003). The 
